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God’s power to change...  
 

May 
2020 

 
This month our theme is the story of how the Church was born! The story is in the second book Luke 
wrote, ‘The Acts of the Apostles’, chapter 2. Remember if you want to read the original version you can 
download a Bible for free from www.bible.com 
Try a video version of the story, at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMQKy1Mx49M 
OR, if you remember using the app (from www.bible.com/kids) to tell a bible story in Messy Church some time ago, 
you can use this same app to tell this story (search for ‘God’s Wonderful Gift’) 
 

A summary of what happened... When the Church first started, Jesus’ friends could all 

get into one room! This is how it all began... the Church’s birth - day!  
 After Jesus had died and come back to life, and 
before he went back to heaven, he promised to 
send someone else to help his friends. This other 
person would help them tell people all over the 
world about Jesus and God’s love.    

The friends didn’t know who was coming. 
Or what he would look like. Or how he 
would be able to help them. But they had 
been told to wait, and pray. So, in a house 
in Jerusalem, they waited. And prayed. 

 

 

Suddenly they heard a noise. It sounded like a strong wind. It 
filled the house! It was the helper Jesus had promised to send! 
They saw what looked like flames which spread out and 
touched them. They didn’t get burned, but they felt God was 
right there with them. Their hearts felt full of God’s love. It was 
the helper Jesus had promised to send!  

 

Jesus’ friends found they could 
speak in different languages so the 
crowds of people in the city could 
understand them talking about 
Jesus and God’s love! Now, Jesus’ 
friends felt brave too! They wanted 
everyone to know about Jesus. 

 

 

They went outside and told lots of people about 
Jesus, telling them that Jesus had risen from the 
dead. Everyone in the crowd understood, 
whatever language they spoke! That day was 
the beginning of something new. Many people 
heard, understood and believed in Jesus and 
God’s love! They started to follow Jesus. 

 

 

This helper Jesus had promised to send is called The 
Holy Spirit. Ever since then, Christians believe this 
same helper has carried on helping. He can help us 
believe in Jesus. He can help us feel God is right here 
with us!  
All that happened about 1990 years ago. Now... 

 
...Jesus has friends all over the world, speaking lots of different languages. And every year, wherever they are, Jesus’ 

friends will tell this story of the Church’s birth – day. And we will celebrate!  (Images from www.freebibleimages.org. Accessed 30.4.20) 
 

Celebration songs (click on the links): Sing about ... 

The love of Jesus in your heart:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYbDWKkDbUs  
Jumping down, turning around, praising the Lord!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEPMR0-T_5c   
Having peace like a river:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRbqfgWcJMw  
 

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, that through your Holy Spirit you are with your people all over the world! And 
throughout history! Help us to live as one family, loving each other through thick and thin. Amen 
Prayers during the current pandemic can be found at: https://www.yorkshirenemethodist.org/coronavirus/ 
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Notices:  

 This year, Christian Aid week (10th to 16th May), 
which relies on door to door delivery and collection of donations for 
some of the world’s poorest people, clearly cannot take place as 
normal. If this pack reaches you in time for our virtual coffee 
morning (10am Fri 15th May), do join us for a chat (email one of the 
addresses above for log-in details), or donate (direct to Christian 
Aid or via our ‘just giving’ site): 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pmwc  

Happy Birthday! 
 
If you have a birthday 
in May... do sing along 
to ‘Happy Birthday’: 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=90w2RegGf9w 

Want more information about 
Church activities? As well as 
this monthly, Messy Church 
pack, we have a weekly 
notice sheet and worship 
resource. Email us 
(addresses at the top of this 
pack) to be added to the 
mailing list.  

Remember, we are having a ‘Zoom’ (video conferencing) Messy celebration shortly; don’t miss it!  

Want a printed copy of this pack? We can print one off and leave it outside our door for you to collect... 
Please do let us know... 

 

 

      Things to do       
For all ages... Try your hand at the colouring pictures on pages 5 and 6. What do you think it really looked 
like when the helper Jesus promised, arrived? Try making one of the ‘Pentecost wind swirls’ (page 3); 
everyone in the family could make one and see which swirls best?! 
 
If you like making paper based crafts... Develop your origami skills! Make a bird from a single piece of 

paper. Instructions at one of the following links: https://www.origamiway.com/easy-origami-bird.shtml 

 OR https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zcKOm6rwoI 

Make a ‘flame’ badge as reminder of Jesus sending his helper, the Holy Spirit, to help us (template at 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1258954.htm if you need one). Use coloured card or colour white a flame 

colour...Attach a safety pin to the back using sticky tape.  

Make a dove banner (dove outlines available from http://getdrawings.com/dove-drawing-outline  if you 

need them). Try making a large picture with different images relating to the story... why do you think doves 

are often thought about when we tell this story? 
 

If you like making a mess... Do a giant painting of what you think the it looked like when the helper Jesus 

had promised, arrived. Take a photo and send it to one of the email addresses above so we can all see! 
 

If you like being active... Make a ‘rocket balloon’ (see page 4) and see how far you can make it go! 
 

More research (for the inquiring mind!) 
1. See if you can find out how many languages are spoken across the world?  
2. Find out how many of these languages have a bible or part of the bible, 

translation?  

3. From those first friends of Jesus, the church has grown across the world. 
Can you find out what proportion of the world’s population now claim to 
be Christian? 

  

 

 

Questions... 
 

 

 

1. The story of the arrival of the helper Jesus promised, was an experience his friends 
could only describe by talking about fire and wind! What other pictures might help 
us understand this story?  
 

2. What difference did receiving the Holy Spirit make to those first friends of Jesus? 
 

3. What difference might receiving the Holy Spirit make to us? 
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Pentecost wind swirl 

 

 

 

 Paper plate OR piece of card 

 Pencil 

 Scissors 

 Markers, colouring pencils, stickers, glitter glue (whatever you have available) 

 String or wool 

 

1. Take a paper plate  or piece of card and make patterns on it with your colouring 

  pencils.  

2. Draw a swirl pattern on it this will look like a snake. 

3. Cut out the swirl or snake.  You might need some help from an adult to do this. 

4. Tie a piece of string or wool to one end of the swirl or snake. You will be able to hang 

it up. 

5. If you put it in the doorway or near a window it will blow with the wind.  Just like the 

wind in our Pentecost story. 
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                              .   

 Rocket balloons!    

When the Church was ‘born’, Jesus’ friends were in a room together. A noise sounded like a 

strong wind blowing, filled the whole house! (Acts ch 2 verse 2). 
 

You will need: 

 Long piece of string or strong cotton thread / Straw / Balloon / Sticky tape 

/ Peg 

 

Instructions. 

 The string needs to be fastened at one end onto a chair or other object.  

 Blow the balloon up and peg the end to stop the air coming out. 

 Tape the straw to the balloon. 

 Thread the straw onto the loose end of the string and hold the string tight. 

 Release the peg to set the balloon travelling along the string.  

 Can you make it go further by changing the position of the tape, or the 

straw, or putting more air into the balloon?  

 Try setting a string across part of the garden (with an adult’s permission!). 

How far can you make your balloon go?  

 

Questions. 

 What sound do think the friends of Jesus heard that day when the Church was born? 

 You can’t see the wind... can you see what effect it has? 
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Picture from  http://clipart-library.com/pentecost-coloring-pages.html 
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Picture from: https://lectionarydoodles.wordpress.com/2017/06/02/the-fire-of-god-present-within-us-pentecost/ 


