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KEEPING        IN TOUCH 

 
With wearing a mask you have to learn to smile with your eyes!  
Although at the moment we can’t hug, shake hands, guffaw over a 
joke, we can still communicate – write letters, do phone calls, send 
texts and emails, have video links – many ways of keeping in touch. 
 
There are snags with these ways of communicating: writer’s cramp 
and the obligation to reply – phone calls that may not be convenient 
to take – wearisome constant emails or difficulty in sharing video calls.  
There’s nothing like the spontaneous meeting and conversation. 
 
In this time of restrictions I am learning there is an art to keeping in 
touch.  First you realise you can’t keep in touch with everyone you 
would like to regularly.  But, second, you should do so occasionally 
else you have less and less in common. Another thought is that in too 
frequent communicating with people you could be imposing yourself 
on them.  So there is an art to keeping in touch: you have to decide 
the appropriate means and the most thoughtful content. 
 
Prayer is the Christian’s way of keeping in touch with God our Father, 
and in these non churchgoing times we’ve had to practise appropriate 
times and ways that perhaps have been new to some of us.  It’s 
almost unthinkable that we finite mortals can speak with the Immortal 
and Eternal God, yet Christ has opened up the way (see Hebrews 
10:19-22), and the promised Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness (see 
Romans 8:26-27).   
 
In this way we can keep in fellowship and in touch with one another as 
well as with God, praying for God’s comfort, strength and guidance. 
But I miss seeing everyone in the Circuit.  Let’s keep in touch, 
especially in prayer.   
 
I treasure a verse in John Fawcett’s hymn, Blest be the tie that binds.., 
written in Yorkshire between 1740 and 1817 -   “When for awhile we 
part/ This thought will sooth our pain/ That we shall still be joined  in 
heart/ And hope to meet again.” 
 

Malcolm Smalley 

 
 

Get involved... 
 

Alpha course...       
Come to our on-line Alpha course! An opportunity 
to discuss the BIG questions of life! Bring a 
friend!  Continues on Thursday evenings at 7pm 
for around an hour. Video followed by discussion 
time.  
Please contact Helen Currie for more  information 
Please pray for the work and mission in this                  
exciting new venture as we seek to bring 
more people to faith.  

Circuit services using         
We are still meeting for worship! Thursdays  
9.30am, Sundays  6pm. You can use ‘Zoom’ 
either with a computer with camera and 
microphone, or with a tablet computer or Smart 
phone, or just with a telephone.  
Do join us for these short, informal services of 
worship. Log in details are included in the email 
which accompanies this edition of ‘Connected’.  
 

Still getting to know David...              

 
The bible study at Market Weighton continues to 
use ‘Zoom’ to meet together and, following a brief 
excursion into New testament letters and a bit of 
Revelation, is now continuing a journey through 
the life of ‘David’. It’s a great story of shepherd 
boy to giant slayer to King! Find out more on 
Tuesday mornings, 10-11am. Get in  
touch to receive details how to log-in.  

Chat and drink coffee!    
Coffee mornings continue to give us all a chance 
to catch up with each other. Next one, Friday 14th 
August using ‘Zoom’. If you don’t receive log-in 
details and would like them, do get in touch. 
 

And you have now missed... 
Japhets final service before 
he starts a new appointment 
in the London District. About 
70 people crammed onto a 
computer screen for his final 
service which included   
details of his charity work raising money to drill a 
borehole in a village back in Kenya. (Please see 
sad news overleaf about Japhet’s father).  



Worship opportunities on radio, TV,  
‘Zoom’ and internet.  

 

BBC Local (York and Humberside), Sunday service, 8am. 
 

 

Radio 4 Sunday Worship 8.10 a.m.  
 

 

BBC 1 Songs of Praise 1.15 p.m. 
 

Radio 3 Choral Evensong 3 p.m.  
 

(Please do check your TV guide as times may change) 
 

And also… 
Methodist ‘worship at home’ sheets (with this bulletin)… 
 please find 2 weeks attached, for Sunday 9th, and  
Sunday 16th August respectively.  
‘Live your faith’ sheets, again, for 2 consecutive Sundays 
(with this bulletin) 
 
Many live streamed worship services on You tube and Facebook. 
 
 

 

 

News from Messy Church 

 

We considered the story of Jonah last month, issuing a pack of activities to 
all our families by email, having a ‘Zoom’ celebration with those who could 
log in on Tuesday 21st July, and creating a summary of this which has now 
been placed on YouTube. Look on the circuit website of facebook page for  
the pack we have emailed out, and for log in details to watch our first You 
Tube attempt.  
Next month we will be in holiday mood with a theme of ‘Bible Beaches’. Tell 
your friends first so they can ask for details of how to log-in! 

Re-opening our Churches           
 
Most of our circuit churches have now identified a lead person to work with 
the circuit team to put in place the required actions (including checklist and 
risk assessment) to work towards some sort of re-opening.  
 
Your completed questionnaires (thank you to those who have responded) 
once analysed, will help inform what sort of worship activities you will feel 
able to take part in, and what your hopes for the future are given the 
restrictions still (and likely to be) in place.  
 
The process is likely to take some time, and not all churches are likely to 
open very soon; watch this space for further news... 
 

 
Conferences, held 25th June – 1st July, 

via video conferencing. 
A summary of issues discussed is attached to this issue of ‘Connected’. 

Essential reading? Do read it and decide for yourself! 
 
 

For pastoral needs please contact Rev 

Neville or Rev Japhet 

 

News about people… 
As you may know, Japhet’s father Jeremiah 
has been poorly and in and out of hospital 
recently. However in the last few days we 

have heard the very sad news that Japhet’s 
father has died. 

 

Obviously, the family are in grief and there 
will be much to sort out. Japhet is supporting 
the rest of the family with funeral and other 

arrangements.  
Being so far away when a loved one dies 
must be especially hard to bear, and this 
tragic and unexpected news will have an 
effect on the families’ moving date to their 
new circuit.  Please keep Japhet, Rachel, 

Mukeni and Munene and all their wider family 
in your prayers at this sad time.  

 
 

Maurice Nicholls celebrated his 92nd birthday 
on Sunday 26th July with family in Val and 

Steve's garden. He had a surprise visit from 
his son, who came up from London for the 

day! Happy belated birthday Maurice! 
 

For your prayers… 
A number of our members are ill or 

recovering after a spell in hospital; others 
have lost loved ones. Some are unsure how 
restricted their own behavior should be in the 
light of both changing government guidance 

and variable adherence to guidelines 
amongst the public. Please remember all 

these people in your prayers. 
 

CONNECTED Bulletin 21…  

will be compiled by Suzanne Patrick  
(Tel. 01430 861774).  
Email to  pmcnotices@gmail.com   
Items to be included to be sent by 4pm 
Wednesday 19th August 

We love to have your contributions to 
‘Connected’! However, please note this is 

distributed mainly by electronic means (email, 
facebook, website, etc) and if you send material 
for future editions you are giving permission for 
this to be used in these ways, including, unless 

you specifically tell us, your name.  
 

Ways to keep up to date… with 

information in the circuit. 
Website: 
https://pocklingtonandmarketweighton.church/  
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/PMWMethodistCircuit/       
Circuit Administrator Liz Sullivan  email:  
pmc.circuitadm@gmail.com   
Community and Outreach Lay worker. Helen 
Currie. Email: helencurriepmwc@gmail.com  / 
work mobile number 07579 818750         

 

 

 


