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“Give it a go – give it to God”
I love it when I come across a ﬁlm that unexpectedly inspires me. I came upon
one on the BBC originally made in 2014 called ‘Marvellous’ starring Toby Jones.
It is worth watching. The ﬁlm is based on the real life story of a larger than life
person called Neil Baldwin who is a fanaGcal Stoke City FC supporter. He
becomes the kit man and mascot. He also befriends students at Keele
University where he has been well known for 54 years. Mr Baldwin even has an
honorary degree for "oﬀering advice and support to students and remaining
steadfastly proud and loyal to Keele". He once dined at the House of Commons
aQer turning up unannounced and puRng a card through to Labour leQ-winger
Tony Benn, simply saying that he was a friend of his son Stephen Benn, who was
studying at Keele University at the Gme. Mr Baldwin said his favourite meeGng
was with Prince Edward. "I went to his room at Cambridge [University] and
knocked on his door. I thought there would be policemen on the other side, but
there wasn't. "He invited me in and we drank sherry."

Circuit News
The sale of Shiptonthorpe
Methodist church was ﬁnally
completed last Thursday. It has
been sold with planning
permission for conversion to a 3
bedroom house.
Our very grateful thanks to circuit
steward Suzanne Patrick who as
overseen the sale now of two
circuit churches and the purchase
of a new circuit manse!

The writer of the ﬁlm Peter Bowker said, "I have long been interested in how we
use labels to limit the people we are describing - even, at worse, to dehumanise
them. Neil - despite being labelled and to some extent wri[en oﬀ as a young
man - struck me as a man who deﬁed those who wished to deﬁne him". What
this ﬁlm does not only challenges stereotypes and labels it inspires that there is
potenGal within us all to go beyond expectaGons.

It has challenged me about my openness
for God to use me, my openness for God to use you.
We are constantly reminded in the bible that God can use us despite what
others think and use us in great ways. Moses stu[ered, David was the youngest
and least important son, Jeremiah was too young, Peter was too headstrong
and Paul was a persecutor of the early church. Yet God used them all. Nobody
would have thought Neil Baldwin would and could have done the things he did
but he did them because he didn’t put barriers on what he could do. The God
who calls you to be salt and light in the world and make a diﬀerence can do the
same with you and me. Watch the ﬁlm it will make you laugh and it may make
you cry but it will make you think.
Then ask yourself, ‘Well God no barriers or labels
what do you want me to have a go at?
Give it a go – give it to God”!
Rev Neville

The new Methodist year begins
on the1st September, and the new
prayer handbook for this year
is now available from
www.methodist publishing .org.uk

Calling all gardeners!
Pocklington Methodist Church forecourt
needs brightening up.. .. It would be lovely
to plant seeds in memory of those who
have died, especially during the
pandemic. If you have any spare seeds,
forget-me-nots would be especially
welcome. Interested in helping? please
contact Helen Currie.
Thank you to Andrew & Linda who have
done a great job on the rear garden at
PMC.

CONNECTED Bulletin 23 will be compiled by Jean Thorpe
Please send any items to be included by 4pm Wednesday 16th Sept to pmcnotices@gmail.com or by
phone 01759 318261
We love to have your contributions to ‘Connected’! However, please note this is distributed mainly by electronic means (email,
facebook, website, etc) and if you send material for future editions you are giving permission for this to be used in these ways,
including, unless you specifically tell us, your name.
Pocklington Methodist Church Council have made the
decision to open for Worship. There will be a booking
system for a[ending public worship and more details will be
announced as soon as possible.
Dear Friends,
Reopening churches for Worship
We are slowly moving towards reopening some of our
churches for Sunday Worship. Pocklington and Sancton
have completed their risk assessment and action plan and
have arranged Church Councils to discuss them. When we
reopen the services will feel very different than before to
comply with Government guidance as we seek to keep
people as safe as possible. The church will be cleaned
before opening for worship and after the service. The
cleaning required is dependant on each situation.
So what will the service in church be like?
Numbers attending will be strictly limited to comply with
social distancing and some churches are using a ‘booking
system’. Those attending have to be recorded with contact
details for ‘track and trace’. When you arrive, the doors will
be open, you’ll be asked to wear a face covering (unless you
are exempt), make your offering and clean your hands.

Some of the available worship
opportunities
Radio
BBC Local Radio (York and Humberside) Sunday Service 8 a.m.
Radio 4 Sunday Worship 8.10 a.m.
Radio 3 Choral Evensong 3 p.m.
Television
BBC 1 Songs of Praise 1.15 p.m.
(Please do check your TV and Radio guide as times may change)
Free phone lines for prayers from the Methodist Church
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514
Listen to news: 0808 281 2478
At Home
Methodist Worship at home sheet distributed with this Bulletin
Circuit Zoom Services
Midweek Worship Thursdays 9.30a.m.
Sunday Informal Worship 6p.m.
You can join using a computer, tablet, smart phone or landline
(The log in detail are in your Connected email, but do get in
touch if you need help with this)

Keeping 2m apart, a steward will show you to your seat. The
service will last no more than 40 minutes. The preacher thankfully
does not have to wear a face covering and anyone doing for
example a bible reading can take it off to read but must replace it
immediately. We can have some music but no congregational
singing. Those attending will be asked to arrive and leave
promptly and not congregate for fellowship. However, we will have
prayers, bible readings, music and a sermon. This provides an
opportunity for those who wish to and feel it is right for them to
meet physically again.
Those wishing to attend, particularly if they are in a vulnerable
group, are encouraged to be mindful of Government guidance
when deciding whether to come to church or not. Certainly, no
person should feel under any obligation to attend. For those that
are not ready or able to attend physical services just yet we have
decided to keep meeting on-line for our mid-week service and
Sunday evening service and also still circulate the printed service
sheet with CONNECTED. I hope this helps you to understand
where we are at present. Every blessing, Rev Neville

Ways to keep up to date with informaGon in the circuit.
Website: h1ps://pocklingtonandmarketweighton.church/
Don’t forget to share and like Facebook page and posts h[ps://www.facebook.com/PMWMethodistCircuit/
Circuit Administrator Liz Sullivan email: pmc.circuitadm@gmail.com
Community and Outreach Lay worker. Helen Currie email: helencurriepmwc@gmail.com Phone 07579 818750

